
When you write a note, a short letter, an invitation, 
congratulations, birthday wishes, Christmas greetings 

or express sympathy on BCA's 
"Real Australia" Greeting Cards, 

your keeping in touch helps 
BCA keep in touch 

with remote families and 
friends right across Australia. 

REAL AUSTRALIA" GREETING CARDS 
Each pack contains 5 cards* showing 
typical Australian outback life and scenes. 
Each card is 175mm x 115mm folded with 
no message inside. Envelopes are included. 
Single pack orders: $7.50 pack of 5 cards. 
SAl/Ewith multiple pack orders: 
$7.50 for the first pack and only $6.50 
for each additional pack (postage included). 

*Packs contain a random selection 
of 5 cards from the six kinds shown. 

GET IN TOUCH TODAY 
ORDER your "Real Australia" cards 
from The Rush Church Aid Society 

(local State Office) or 
Level 7, 37 York Street, 

Sydney, NSW 2000. 
"hone: (02) 9262 5017 Fax: (02) 9262 5020 



BEST OF THE B U S H ' CONCERT 

With Gary Shearston plus the Ovine Aviation Group 
Saturday 21st June '97-2.00pm 
Newcastle Workers Club, Corner King & Union Streets, Newcastle West 
Tickets: Phone Charlestown Anglican Church (049) 423 035 (9am-lpm Mon-Fri) 
Newcastle Workers Club (049) 262 700 or BCA Office (02) 9262 5017 
Adults $10 • Student/Concession $6 • Family $25 • Under 2-Free 

BOILING, BROKEN-BUT NOT BEATEN I 
It was boiling hot. The air conditioning was 

broken (fortunately only 38°C outside), the 
cassette player and radio refused to go (I for-
got the code!) and it was 600kms of rotten 
gravel road and red dust. The car was full of it 
and so were my eyes, ears and luggage. One 
headlight was broken by a fully laden Wedge-
tailed Eagle (I didn't hurt him). The sump 
guard came off after one gut-grinding crunch 
on a large rock, just hidden under the bull 
dust, right in the middle of the Tanami Road. 

After I arrived at the Tanami Gold Mine, I 
thought...I have to go back through that hell. 
Why do we do it? David once said "no man 
careth for my soul".. Now if Jesus could go 
through hell and triumph over it and the devil, 
then we are not beaten. 

From Baptism and Holy Communion ser-
vices in the Borroloola School Library (720km 
from Tennant Creek) to meeting armed ser-
vices personnel at the Adelaide River War 

Cemetery, the ministry is about reaching peo-
ple on their ground with the love of Christ. 

The area of ministry is vast, covering the 
community of Borroloola in the Gulf of 
Carpentaria to the miners in the Tanami Desert 
in the remote western parts of the Northern 
Territory. But it's worth the effort to care for 
these outback people. For it's when I meet 

them that I am 
able to listen to 
their concerns, 
laugh with them 
in their joys and 
speak among 
them of Christ's 
love. Thanks be 
to God for your 
support. 

TOM WILLIAMS 
-Tennant Creek 

Memorial service at the Adelaide River War Cemetery. 
Background: In the Tanami Gold Mining area. 

The CROOK still come to COOK 
On Saturday the 22nd of February, 1997, 

a collision between two freight trains 
occurred near Mt Christie, 130 kms west of 
Tarcoola and about 4 hours east of Cook. 
The details of the crash were well covered 
in the national media. What wasn't made 
known was the important involvement of 
both Sr Anneliese Cusack and Sr Joyce 
Kennedy from the BCA Hospital at Cook. 

Joyce had only left that afternoon on the 
Indian Pacific to go to Port Augusta and this 
train was only an hour away when the col-
lision occurred. With Joyce so close, 
Anneliese, back at Cook, received a phone 
call about 6pm from the Australian 
National Area Co-ordinator at Cook, 
requesting help. This is their story. 

Anneliese quickly packed and set off in 

a high rail vehicle (a 4WD vehicle that can 
also travel on rail). Her first stop was 
Barton, 220km east of Cook, where the 
Royal Flying Doctor plane was due to land. 
On arrival at Barton she went straight to 
the airstrip where the RFDS plane was 
waiting, along with the doctor, pilot and 
nurse. It was great to see that the nurse 
was ex BCA Susan Green, recently of 
Wilcannia. 

Meanwhile, Joyce had been sitting qui-
etly in the lounge car at 5.30pm, enjoying 
what was going to be her last cup of tea 
and biscuit for many hours. She heard a 
call from the train manager wanting her 
help. After Joyce was informed of the acci-
dent (and met 30 retired Dutch/German 
doctors travelling on holiday), the Indian 
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Pacific pulled up behind one of the trains 
involved. 

Joyce was taken, along with two of the 
doctors, by 4WD to the site. Her first 
thought was the intense heat from the 
burning engines and the millions of flies 
that seemed to come from nowhere. After 
they assessed and treated the injured, a 
nearby gate was used as a stretcher to 
carry one man back to the Indian Pacific. 
All the injured were taken to the brake van 
and the Indian Pacific reversed the 60km 
journey back to Barton. 

Joyce spent the trip moving from one 
injured person to the other, reinforcing 
bandaging and reassuring them that they 
were doing all they could to get them to 
the hospital as quickly as possible. When 
the train reached Barton, Joyce was sur-
prised to see Anneliese standing by the 
RFDS plane with Susan. 

Joyce, Anneliese and Susan were able to 
help with the three injured men from the 
two trains. Two of the injured were trans-
ferred to the plane, and with flares lighting 
the strip, flown out to Adelaide. The Indian 
Pacific then returned backwards to Cook, 
as the line to the east was well and truly 
blocked by the accident. 

Around 11.30pm, Anneliese found her-
self travelling back with Joyce in first class, 
with a lovely meal and bed in the staff car. 

Anneliese and Joyce serving hot food to 
Indian Pacific train passengers 

They arrived back in Cook about 3.30am 
and around 4.45am Joyce and Anneliese 
were able to transfer to their own beds. 
7am saw them both up awaiting the 
arrival of the usual Sunday plane to collect 
the train drivers. As there was room on 
the plane for Joyce, she was able to be on 
her way again to Port Augusta by 
10.30am, in a different way from how 
she had left only the day before. How 
much can happen in 24 hours!!! 

Joyce was able to reflect that never 
before had she felt so strongly that she 
was meant to be somewhere, as she did 
that Saturday. She thanks God that she was 
on the train and knows that if for that one 
reason she was called to Cook, she is happy. 

Sunday was a very different day in Cook. 
Some 4 freight trains and the Indian 
Pacific all sitting on the track, while the 
passengers all wandered around waiting 
for buses to arrive from Adelaide to allow 
them to complete their journey. While all 
this was happening round her, Anneliese 
was able to help out a mother who was a 
passenger. Her baby had had diarrhoea for 
about 3 days and both needed some TLC. 
By 7.45pm they were all on their way. 

We never know when we get up each 
day what God is going to call us to do. This 
was certainly a day that they will never 
forget. They both thank God that no lives 
were lost, but are sure that a number of 
lives were changed that day. We thank 
Him that the ministry at Cook has existed 
for the past 60 years and for the prayers of 
so many BCA supporters. Each day and 
each person is so precious to the Lord. 
RIC BOLLEH-NSW Development Officer 

FOR ENCOURAGEMENT 
Would you spend 16 hours driving to go 

to encourage a brother and sister in 
Christ? We in Bush Church Aid regularly 
do "crazy" things like that. 

Most of the time, it means visiting folk 
on remote stations. This time, it meant a 
long journey to Ceduna to celebrate the 
beginning of a new ministry. On the way, I 
picked up Ted Watkins (BCA Leigh Creek). 

It was a real privilege to be present at 
the commissioning to support and encour-
age Tom and Michelle Beever and fellow-
ship with them. As I sat in the little church, 
soaked in perspiration, I thought of the 
many lives touched by previous BCA staff 
there in Ceduna. I gave thanks for the folk 
who have enabled and supported these 
ministries over the years. Oh, if those 
walls could talk, what grand stories they 
would tell! 

Was it worth the long journey? Yes! The 
privilege of fellowship and the joy of 
encouragement is reward enough. 
IAN McGRATH -Roxby Downs 

Tom & Michelle Beever, Ian McGrath and Ted Watkins in Ceduna. 
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So says the old rhyme. So was the reali-
ty earlier this year throughout much of 
inland Australia, ministered to by BCA. 
Some of our field staff could not get home 
from ministry travel, while others could 
not venture out. 

South Australia was greatly affected, 
especially the areas covered by Ian and 
Glenda McGrath at Roxby Downs, Bob and 
Denise Rothwell at Coober Pedy and Ted 
and Morwen Watkins at Leigh Creek. 

Bob and Denise Rothwell tell of the 
retaining wall above the underground 
church being washed away and some 
water and mud entering under the church 
door. While a number of dug outs in town 
were affected, two teenage boys had an 
unusual walk. One was a few paces 
behind the other as they came over a 
crest, but as the first turned around his 
friend was not in sight. As he looked he 
saw him bob up out of a puddle. He had 
stepped into it, not realising it was the top 

of an old mine shaft. On a dry day he 
might have been killed. 

For several evenings in a row there 
were spectacular lightning displays and 
many people stayed outside to watch. 
Sheet lightning lit up the clouds from 
behind, while forked lightning climbed 
around the sky in all directions like an 
abstract laser show. Neighbours called Bob 
and Denise to see if they had arranged it! 

The photograph above shows quite a 
crowd gathered at Oodnadatta to witness 
the arrival of the Australian Airforce 
Hercules supply plane. The main drama 
took place at William Creek, 160kms east 
of Coober Pedy, where the town's pop-
ulation was trebled by visitors who emp-
tied the town's main fridge. Food was 
dropped to outlying areas in remarkable 
cardboard helicopter-like cartons which 
spin softly to the ground. 

Ian and Glenda McGrath write of water 

covering the street outside their 
house, while inside they kept a 
close eye on the toilet, as the 
water level in the cistern kept 
rising. At the back door water 
was coming up through the 
drain. They praise God that the 
rain eased before it caused 
problems for them. People liv-
ing in the driest town, in the driest state, in 
the driest continent, were flood bound!!! 

Others in Roxby Downs and 
Andamooka were not so fortunate. Some 
in Roxby had rain come in through the 
roof, causing ceilings to collapse. Ian 
spent time filling and stacking sandbags 
and meeting people that he would not oth-
erwise contact. He has now found some 
muscles that he didn't know were there! 

The road to Andamooka was closed for 
a time due to washouts. While some 
dugouts were flooded, the kids in town 
enjoyed mud fights and a swim in the 
main street. This street is normally a dry 
dusty river bed but becomes a flowing 
creek after heavy rain. 

Ted and Morwen Watkins tell of their 
journey back from Ceduna and the induc-
tion of Tom Beever. Several times they had 
to cross creeks cautiously, and the coming 
of dusk made it harder to see water lying 
on the road. After driving through Para-
chilna they reached Blackfellow Creek. 
The local bus had already stopped, 
because of the deep water and debris over 
the road. After much time and discussion, 
a local with a 4WD ute, helped both clear 
a track through the mud and escorted 
them across. 

Their yard became a sea of water, but 
the flood stayed out of the house. A trip 
out later through the Parachilna Gorge 
was one of breathtaking beauty. New life 
and grass everywhere. However a return 
to 40-45° temperatures soon dried out the 
place so completely that it seems almost 
impossible that the heavy rains occurred. 
Ted and Morwen are amazed to see so 
many grubs, caterpillars, grasshoppers, 
mosquitoes and flies suddenly appear, as 
if from nowhere. 

When we experience this sort of rain, 
we are reminded of God's wonderful cove-
nant of love made to Noah but available to 
all generations. A Covenant that is sym-
bolised by the rainbow. Storms may come, 
but are followed by a new day of love and 
regrowth. A cycle of life that will continue 
to go on until He comes to take us to be 
with Him, for all eternity. It also reminds 
us of the ongoing need to keep praying for 
staff who travel long distances over roads 
that are sometimes quite dangerous, and of 
conditions that change so quickly. 
RIC BOLLEU-NSW Development Officer 

"Rain, rain go away, 
come again some other day". 

Above: Road cut by floodwater near Leigh Creek. 
Bottom left: Debris on the railway line near Olary. 

All the flood photographs were taken 
by E Watkins in February. 



ISnife's ISIarratha buttings 
The Rectory, Samson Way, Karratha WA 6714 
Phone: (091)442 594 
e-mail: pknife@ozemail.com.au 

February 1997 
arrived early in 

February, with the sun 
shining and sky blue 

-and, surprisingly, the 
hills behind us green. We 

are in Karratha, in the far north west of 
Western Australia, which is a modem and go-
ahead town on the shores of Nickol Bay. 

Our expectation of summer in the north 
west was that of sunshine and blue skies, 
but that has certainly not been the case for 
us. We arrived in time for two weeks of 
overcast, storms and rain nearly every 
day. That's why the hills were so green 
when we expected them to be brown! But 
others near us did not fare so well. Only 
the night before, the tiny community of 
Nanutarra (fifteen persons), was evacuat-
ed because of flooding by the Ashburton 
River. Those same floods cut the highway 
south from Karratha, and it didn't reopen 
for at least another week. North of us, the 
same highway was cut in a number of 
places around Broome and Derby. The 
locals told us that such persistent rain was 
most unusual without a cyclone. We are 
just thankful to God that we only had to 
cope with the former, and not the latter! 

The journey across to Western Australia 
was a blessed relief after the trauma of 
packing up our old home in Lidcombe. We 
boarded the Indian Pacific in Sydney for 

three nights and two days of relaxation, 
fellowship and good food on the trip to 
Perth. A delay of three hours at Cook, on 
the edge of the Nullarbor Plain, enabled us 
to visit the hospital there and call on BCA 
nurse Anneliese Cusack. In spite of delays 
right through the journey, our train was 
only half an hour late arriving in Perth 
where we were met by some very obliging 
friends. We thoroughly enjoyed the Indian 
Pacific experience, and would highly re-
commend the trip to anyone travelling 
across this vast continent of ours. 
Actually, we consider ourselves fortunate 
to have travelled when we did, because 
the floods across the country later cut the 
transcontinental railway line. 

After flying from Perth, we were met in 
Karratha by a very enthusiastic group from 
the Parish. The people here have been 
absolutely wonderful to us! Apart from 
arriving to such a warm welcome, we 
found our house fully cleaned out, painted 
and comfortably set up for us, the air con-
ditioning running and the pantry well 

stocked. The church people have been so 
friendly and helpful, reflecting real country 
hospitility to us as the new kids on the 
block. What the Karratha congregation 
might lack in size, they certainly more 
than make up for in warmth, friendliness 
and hospitality! 

The only sadness for us has been leav-
ing all of our family back in the eastern 
states. Our younger daughter, Sandi, 
ended up in hospital the night before we 
left Sydney, so our trip over here was 
somewhat marred by anxiety over her 
condition. She eventually had her ap-
pendix out, and is well again now, an 
answer to much prayer. Our three kids are 
all adults, and our youngest son, Andrew, 
was married in Queensland just a week 
before we left. We are very grateful to our 
Lord that we were able to be present. In 
fact, we are very grateful to our Lord for 
the many blessings he has given us, and 
especially to bring us to this beautiful 
place where we now minister in His name. 

We value your prayers as we settle into 
our ministry in earnest. We ask you to 
continue praying for our family in our sep-

aration from them and for Philip's mum 
who leads a very active life as a senior cit-
izen at Mowll Village in Sydney. And 
please pray for the people of Karratha and 
Dampier, that many will respond to the 
good news of Jesus Christ. And for the 
Mission to Seamen, that new full-time 
staff may be found for the very strategic 
Seafarers' Centre here in Dampier. 

Our very sincere thanks to all those 
people who wrote to us or sent us greet-
ings as we moved to Karratha, many of 
them people we haven't met before. 
Please write to us, or you can send us an 
e-mail if you are connected to the Internet. 
May our Lord bless you all. 
Your brother and sister in Christ, 
PHILIP AND KATHY KNIFE-Karratha/Dampier 

FORMER BCA STAFF PHOTOS 
& MEMORABILIA SOUGHT 

BARRY 
BROOKS 
CHEW-G0K 
COOKE 
DAWSON 
DORRELL 
HOLD 
McINTYRE 
McLACHLAN( 
METCALFE 
ROOK 
WILLIAMS 
WITHINGTON 
WITHINGTON 
WOODINGS 
WRIGHTSON 

SrD 
SrS 
MissH 
RevP 
SrM 
RevE 
SrR 
SrR 

Wudinna 
Ceduna 
Broken Hill 
Timboon 
Wudinna 
Werrimul 
Cook 
Ceduna 

DUNK) Miss R Ceduna 
SrR 
RevWN 
RevG 
RevE 
RevCF 
Sri 
RevBP 

Ceduna 
Ceduna 
Dampier 
Timboon 
Croanjingalong 
Penong 

1948-49 
1929-30 
1958-59 
1953-57 
1962-63 
1940-42 
1969-72 
1956-57 

1965 
1950-51 
1930-31 
1970-72 
1960-63 
1946-48 
1947-48 

Denmark/Exmouth 1930-36/76 

Thank you to all those who have for-
warded photos to date. However, there 
are still photos outstanding from 
previous lists, and we would appreciate 
your filling any of these gaps. 
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PRAY FOR OUR STAFF O U R M I S S ! I O N F I E L D PRAY FOR OUR STAFF 
DIOCESE OF NORTHERN TERRITORY 

Bishop Richard Appleby 
1 Tennant Creek-Rev Tom & Mrs Carol Williams 

DIOCESE OF NORTH WEST AUSTRALIA 
Bishop Tony Nichols 

2 Kununurra-Rev John 
& Mrs Dianne Symons (until May 31) 
-Rev Percy & Mrs Betty Leske (locum) 

3 Derby-vacant 
4 Newman-Rev Bob & Mrs Jan McKay 
5 Hedland-Rev Ian & Mrs Margaret Forsyth 
6 Karratha/Dampier-Rev Philip & Mrs Kathy Knife 
7 Wickham-Archdeacon Bill & Mrs Jocelyn Ross 
8 Paraburdoo/Tom Price-Rev Neil 

& Mrs Anthea Walthew 
9 Mt Magnet (Murchison)-vacant 

10 Leinster (NE Goldfields)-Rev Les 
& Mrs Jenny Gaulton 

11 Geraldton (Bluff Point)-(Ministry Training) 
Rev Neil & Mrs Carmen Ellis 

THE BCA PRAYER 

O Lord our God, help us to remember 
those who live in the remote parts of our 
land. We ask you to strengthen and 
encourage all whose ministries are sup-
ported by the Bush Church Aid Society. 
Refresh them in times of discouragement 
and loneliness and call others to stand 
with them in the task of making Christ 
known. Grant that, through the ministry 
of the Word and Sacraments, through 
medical work, through service and by 
caring for the young, the message of your 
redeeming love may be proclaimed and 
accepted by the people throughout our 
land. We ask these things through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever 

Amen. 

DIOCESE OF ARMIDALE 

Bishop Peter Chiswell 
22 Lightning Ridge-Rev Geoff 

& Mrs Catherine Hearne 

DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON 

Bishop Ron Stone 
23 Winton-Rev Peter & Mrs Jeanette Blundell 
24 Blackwater-vacant 

DIOCESE OF BATHURST 

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA 

Bishop David McCall 
12 Coober Pedy-Rev Bob & Mrs Denise Rothwell 
13 Roxby Downs and Mid-West Mission-

Rev Ian & Mrs Glenda McGrath 
14 Leigh Creek-Rev Ted & Mrs Morwen Watkins 
15 Cook-Bishop Kirkby Memorial Hospital-

Sr Anneliese Cusack 
16 Ceduna-Rev Tom & Mrs Michelle Beever 

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA 

If you'd like more details for prayer, 
send for our free quarterly prayer notes. 

Bishop Bruce Clark 
17 Broken Hill BCA House-Mr Ian 

& Mrs Carol Blow 
18 Wilcannia-vacant 
19 Wentworth-Rev Don and Mrs Helen Wilson 
DIOCESE OF TASMANIA 
Bishop Phillip Newell 
20 Queenstown (West Coast)-

Rev David & Mrs Trudy Sharman 
21 Furneaux Islands-Rev Geoff 

& Mrs Gill Bransgrove 

Bishop Bruce Wilson 
25 Forbes BCA House-Mr Peter & Mrs Jenny Wilken 

ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT 
ISLANDER MINISTRY 

26 Cairns-St Luke's-Rev Jim & Mrs Lala Leftwich 
Darwin-Nungalinya College 

-Ms Elizabeth Caldwell 

REGIONAL OFFICES 
28 WA Acting Hon. Secretary-

Rev Fred Buchanan 
SA Secretary-Rev Owen Thomas, 

Mrs Aila Alderson 
Vic. & Tas. Secretary-Rev Murray Lamont, 

Ms Margo Bright 
29 NSW Secretary-Rev Greg Thompson, 

Mr Ric Bollen, Ms Anabel Walters 
Qld. & Northern NSW Secretary-

Rev Les Monaghan, Mrs Dianne Harris, 
Mrs Ruth Blackburn 

BCA NATIONAL OFFICE 
30 Rev Brian Roberts, Mr Jim Gosbee, 

Mr Dennis Outred, Mrs Jacqueline Griffiths, 
Mrs Michele Peacock, Mrs Thelma Doyle. 
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We are settling in well 
here in Newman. A 
great trip over with 

time to relax and pre-
pare for our new ministry, 

a warm welcome from the 
Diocese and the Parish...and to top it all, 
our belongings arrived exactly on time 
and in perfect condition. Jan is always in 
her element setting up home and she has 

done a wonderful job. Every box is un-
packed and all the contents have a home. 

The weather has been somewhat wet, 
as you may have seen on the news. The 
Newman locals think it is wonderful, but 
some of the station people would like a bit 
of a break. 

Our ministry here is gaining momentum 
daily. A couple of days ago I met a guy 
walking along the footpath. As we talked 

Staff movements and changes 
The Rev John and Mrs Dianne Symons are 

leaving the work in Kununurra in late May. 
Joyce and Tony Kennedy have moved 

from Cook to Port Augusta. Joyce is 'com-
muting' to Leigh Creek at present, working 
as a nurse. The family are happily settled 
in their home and local schools. 

The town of Cook in South Australia 
continues to be shaken by threats of railway 
closure decisions. Currently, only 57 people 
live in Cook. 

With Rev Don and Mrs Helen Wilson now 
in Wentworth, please pray for Wilcannia 
and a ministry team to take up this impor-
tant work. 

Rev Terry and Mrs Sherry Leonard after 
completing 3 years of ministry in Quilpie, 
have moved to Brisbane. Discussions as 
to the shape of the ministry in the Quilpie 
region are under way with the Diocese. 

Coming BCA events: 
Wollongong Concert August 23 

Chapter House August 28 
Canberra Concert August 29 

National AGM 
May 22, 1997 

9.30am at Level 7, 
37 York Street, Sydney 

he told me his father had just died in 
Queensland. I prayed with him on the 
street and he had a weep. On Monday he 
and his wife came to the Rectory and we 
had a reading, some prayer and Jan sang a 
song as we sought to identify with the 
funeral service as it was being held in 
Toowoomba. 

I have met up with a number of the 
Mardi people. The problems are the same 
as everywhere else, but I believe reconcil-
iation begins with one to one contact. 

Last night I had a call from a grand-
mother whose daughter and grandchil-
dred are in a situation of domestic vio-
lence. I need prayer to act wisely in all 
these situations. 

The town seems very dysfunctional... 
due to a poor roster system, isolation and 
loneliness and a general immaturity 
among the young parents. 
There are lots of social 
workers here, but I am 
more and more conviced 
that the community needs 
the power and love of 
Jesus. Jan and I feel quite 
needed here and very 
much at home...we may 
be a little dysfunctional 
ourselves, so we fit in! 

I will be helping out at 
the vets a bit. One oppor-
tunity is to go south (to the 
Murchison Parish) every 

second month. The vet foots the bill for 
our accommodation and reimburses the 
parish for half the mileage. It is a three day 
trip and will allow us to do some station 
visiting on the way. 

Jan and I were thrilled to learn of the 
appointment of Murray Lamont as 
Victorian Secretary. Jane and Murray were 
at Ridley with us and his experience in 
BCA and knowledge of Melbourne will 
equip him well for the task. 

Rev ROBERT and Mrs JAN McKAY 

Emus splash their way through flooded paddocks. 

Veterinary set up in the change rooms 
of a sports field in Murchison Parish. 

POST & Rails 



The Pilbara I know has a vastness and awe, 
Its horizons so wide and so clear 
"As far as the east can be from the west" 
Takes on a new meaning out there. 

Carrots awake us..,Corella, Galah... 
They're glad the new day has begun. 
Crows join the chorus..."Lord help us to be 
So filled with enthusiasm". 
The Ashburton pea and the Dampier too 
Are clothed in such glorious hue, 
And purples the colour of royal domain 
Which speaks to my heart Lord, of you. 
They tell of the King who came down as a man, 
To this earth to die on a tree. 
And the poverty bush tells of what He gave up 
When He became poor just for me. 

The Spinifex grass can so easily pierce. 
This too, has a message to give. 
How Jesus was pierced with the thorn and the spear 
For my sakeso that I might live. 
As we lift up our eyes to the large mountain range 
And the rocks that give life to these towns 
Remind us to be your true living stones 
And to share in your Kingdom's renown. 

'Help us to build our foundation on rock, 
The truths of Your gospel proclaim. 
The blood stone is more than the name of the ore, 
It tells of Your Son and His shame. 
Some look on the landscape and see ugliness, 
And some see the need to repair. 
But "known by the scars" is Jesus my Lord, 
It's redemption's reminder out there. 
As time passes by the Pilbara will change, 
And they'll know where the company's been. 
But Creation's a way of recalling far more 
Than all that the eye has yet seen... 

JAN McKAY 
-1995 

'Best of the Bush' 
C O N C E R T 

/ \ e n Duncan, internationally ac-
claimed Australian panoramic photogra-
pher, said at the recent Turramurra 
(Sydney) Concert that "Christians need to 
walk-awhile in remote and rural 
Australia". He told the 450 people attend-
ing that God had brought BCA before him 
and that he should partner with them to 
help in outback Australia. 

Ken is described in the Australian 
Professional Photography Magazine as 
"the photographer who is undoubtedly 
Australia's (possibly the world's) leading 
exponent of panoramic landscape photog-
raphy (certainly the most successful)". He 
demonstrated his spectacular scenes pro-
jected onto a 7 metre wide screen by 9 
computer operated projectors. 

Along with Ken, the Roslyn Carlson 
Chorale, which has performed for ABC 
Radio and Television, soprano Judith 
Malone and the very talented 16 year old 
pianist, Simon Tedeschi of the film "Shine" 
fame, provided an evening of wonderful 
music and contributed to making the night 
a great success. 

Ken was interviewed by Greg Thompson, 
NSW Secretary, and shared his vision for 
reaching all Australians, especially 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, 
with God's love. He told the audience, "I 
want to recommend the important work of 
BCA and I invite you to partner with them 
in this ministry to the bush". 

Roslyn Carlson conducts the Chorale. 

Insights of BCA's work were threaded 
through the evening with video clips from 
the latest BCA video "Seize the Day". 

Greg Thompson commented that the 
concert continued to bring before city peo-
ple the call and needs of bush ministry. He 
said, "We need to lift our eyes above our 
backyards to the needs of our nation. 
Every one of us can make a difference". 

The next 'Best of the Bush' Concert with 
Ken Duncan, singer/songwriter Gary 
Shearston and the Ovine Aviation Group 
will be held in Newcastle at 2pm on June 
21 at the Newcastle Workers Club. 

Above: Greg encourages Ken Duncan to talk of his faith. 
Below: Ken Duncan autographs his books after the concert. 

Easy Listening with BCA 
4 hours of original and relaxing music 
for that special dinner, restful afternoon or honaay drive. 
Distributed by talented and mission minded organist, Mr Ab Priestly. 

written, arranged and performed by Reggie Pitt-Owen. 

NEVILLE THOMAS Principal Clarinet in the Sydney International 
Orchestra, Life Member Conservatorium Assoc, Music Examinations 
Advisory Board member, previously Chancellor and Chairman 
of the Board of Governors for the Australian Institute of Music. 

Tape prices include postage: 
Set of 4 tapes $21.00 

1 tape $9.00 
2 tapes $15.00 
3 tapes $21.00 

Order from BCA 
Phone: (02) 9262 5017 

Level 7, 37 York Street, Sydney, NSW 2000 



The passing of the Andrews 
Bill through both Houses of 
Parliament opened up new 
possibilities for those of us 
in the Northern Territory 
who are worried about the 

effects of the Northern Territory Legis-
lative Assembly's euthanasia law, The 
Rights of the Terminally 111'. 

You're probably sick and tired of reading 
about it, and like me you may hope the issue 
will fade into obscurity. Consider how 'The 
Rights of the Terminally 111' Act has affect-
ed traditional Aboriginal people living in 
the Territory. 

I have pieced together bits of informa-
tion from various sources, from a doctor 
involved in a palliative care program, from 
a community educator, from information 
supplied by the Aboriginal Resource and 
Development Service (ARDS) and from 
talking to Aboriginal people about this issue. 

Traditional people have heard that the 
white fella health people can now kill peo-
ple by giving them an injection. The timing 
of this information was unfortunate, 
because a Health Department campaign to 
get mothers to bring their babies for inoc-
ulations was also under way. The Health 
Department worries even more now about 
the drop in numbers of babies getting 
immunization shots. Aboriginal health 
workers have begun to avoid giving injec-
tions especially to the really ill, for fear of 
reprisals if the patient dies. Doctors hesi-

tate to give pain killing injections to the 
terminally ill because the relatives might 
misunderstand the doctor's intention. 

Aboriginal people have suffered a vio-
lent and confused history since contact 
with white people. The "euthanasia" Act 
seems to them to be another reason to 
fear the health services-services they are 
so much in need of. 

Opinions about the white fella (main-
stream) medical health system have 
always wavered-are the doctors healers 
or sorcerers? The mainstream doctors do 
some life-giving things, but when some-
one dies in hospital far away from their 
country after a big operation, thoughts 
about the doctors really being sorcerers 
creep in, and people feel sad, confused 
and frightened. 

Although doctors are obliged to explain 
operations and medical procedures and to 
ask permission before carrying out a pro-
cedure, many traditional people from 
Arnhem Land do not understand why they 
have had operations or other procedures, 

and neither do they know they have a right 
to refuse medical treatment. This is 
because they usually have to listen to the 
explanation in English and because it is 
polite to co-operate, even if you don't 
understand. The patient acquiesces, and 
the doctor takes this as active approval. I 
know one lady who woke from the anaes-
thetic with a dreadful shock to discover 
she had lost a toe. The toe needed to go, 
but no-one knew that there had been a 
communication failure. 

Taking life by means of a lethal injection 
seems to be more equivalent to the shad-
owy side of traditional culture, as distinct 
from the side of traditional culture that is 
concerned with wholeness, health and 
peace. Traditional people already find it 
hard to gather enough courage to go to 
the clinic about a medical condition, and 
usually wait until their condition is far too 
serious. The 'Rights of the Terminally 111' 
legislation gave another reason to delay 
even more, and has already changed the 
relationship between doctors and indige-
nous patients for the worse. 

WLuZSgQjBway of [mace in the hweeaa of dying? 

Certificate in Theology Short Course students, from 
Qld, SA, Tas, WA and NT at Nungalinya College 

The community education program, 
which was supposed to explain to Abo-
riginal people how the law is meant to 
operate, has not been effective. One factor 
in this situation is the Aboriginal concept 
of law. For a traditional person, law is not 
something that gives choices, law is 
something that happens. To teach people 
that there is a law that gives a choice, 
especially about such a weighty matter 
is confusing. 

Another issue arises from the content of 
the education program. Community edu-
cators had to persuade their superiors to 
give them permission to reassure people 
that the poison used to kill people would 
not be kept in community clinics. 
Permission was given with reluctance, 
despite the importance of being able to 
give this reassurance. 

At present, palliative care program 
funding seems to disappear at the bureau-
cratic level, rather than filtering down 
through the program to those who need to 
benefit. Whether a "euthanasia" bill exists 
or not, this is a sadly neglected area. 

Traditional Aboriginal care for the dying 
follows certain guidelines. Relatives make 
sure that someone is always with the 
gravely ill person. Traditional songs make 
the person feel better and stronger. If the 
person feels they are ready to die, they 
may refuse food and fluids and no-one 
coerces them to eat or drink. The songs 
that are sung as the person moves closer 
to death are the person's clan history, of 
their ancestors and of the Great Creator 
Spirit. The family is there to support them 
through the whole process. To die away 

Deacon Kenneth Mangiru, Bro Ronald Whap with 
Elizabeth Caldwell, Nungalinya College. 



from land and family is seen as a great 
tragedy. To die surrounded by one's rela-
tives, is seen to be the way of peace. 

The Rev Djiniyini Gondarra of the 
Uniting Church points out that Aboriginal 
people see the process of dying to be in 
the control of the Creator, and the rela-
tives have a responsibility to care for the 
dying person. 

The thought of someone else taking on 
the control of the dying process is confus-
ing, and the relatives of the deceased will 
have difficulty later in dealing with the 
processes that communities always go 
through as members of the community 
reflect on what was the real cause of 
death, and question whether sorcery 
played a part in this death. 
ELIZABETH CAimiELL-Nungalinya College 

A N E V E N T O F P U R S U I T S ! 
wm that do a monsoon, Princess the poo-
Vw die, an induction, the Rosses of 

Wickham, the Walthews of Paraburdoo and 
Max the dog have in common? No, it isn't 
even the letter "0"... But all came together 
(on common ground, you might say) on 
Friday evening, 31st January 1997, for the 
Induction of the Rev Bob and Jan McKay 
to the parish of Newman in the Diocese of 
North West Australia. 

With delight the local congregation, plus 
clergy and representatives of the Catholic 
and Baptist fellowships and a contingent 
from the Newman Veterinary Clinic, as well 
as other civic groups, welcomed the 
McKays. Archdeacon Bill Ross "did the hon-
ours" (acting for Bishop Tony Nichols) and 
the Rev Neil Walthew, preaching for the 
occasion, used Hebrews 13 to speak on the 
subject "Responses and Responsibilities". 

The Molyneux' of Broome kindly sent 
their greetings along with a gift of torrential 
rain which prevented the Rosses and the 
Walthews leaving on the Saturday morning 
as planned. Jan McKay's desire to pursue a 

ministry in hospitality was stretched as 4 
adults and 4 children moved in to enjoy life 
in the Newman Rectory. During the next 30 
hours or so, Jan pursued her hospitality, 
Philip (2]/2) pursued the dogs—persis-
tently... Anthea (Walthew) and the Grand-
mothers (Jocelyn Ross and Jan McKay) 
pursued Philip—for the dogs' protection. 
The children pursued their own entertain-
ments. The men pursued the cricket and 
their respective churchwardens via the tele-
phone and the Lord pursued His own de-
signs—keeping us all conscious of His love. 
ANTHEA, JAN and JOCELYN. 
(Edited by JAN McKAY, Newman) 

...to get their education. 
Country students at BCA House, Forbes, with the Wilkens-

Peter (far left) and Jenny (far right). 
T 

YES! I'll help support ministry beyond the city 
REV/MR/MRS/MISS/MS (Initials) (Surname) 

ADDRESS 

POSTCODE 

TELEPHONE PARISH (if applicable) 

• My Gift is enclosed for $ 
Please debit my O BANKCARD Q MASTERCARD Q VISACARD 
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NAME OF CARDHOLDER 
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• I would like to donate regularly using my credit card. 
Please debit my card [ f\ MONTHLY O QUARTERLY • HALF YEARLY for $ 

• Tick Box if receipt is required O Outback ministry 
D Hoste l /Medical (Tax Deductible) 
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The gathering of the clan'... 


